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1675 June 29, 1900 

Plague in Osaka — Use of SaffMne^ s serum. 

Kobe, Japan, May SI, 1900. 

SiE : The plague seems to have obtained a firm footing in Osaka, 31 
cases having occurred in the ken since the renewal in April last to the 
present time. 

May 6, the first case appeared north of Osaka. A man returned from 
Osaka to his home in Kakegawacho, Shidzuoka Ken, was taken ill and 
died on the 10th instant, when, on analytical examination, plague bacilli 
were found ; since when 10 cases of plague have occurred in Shidzuoka 
Ken to the present time. 

May 3, the Osaka jail authorities began taking all possible preventive 
measures, and new convicts are isolated in a quarter for three days and 
their clothing thoroughly disinfected by steam process. 

The police take active measures for the capture of rats on board steam- 
boats and junks lying in the river and waterways around Osaka, and the 
authorities have distributed bread containing germs to destroy the rats 
in Nishiku, that being the center of infection in Osaka. 

May 3, 500 persons were inoculated with Haffkine's serum as a pre- 
ventive measure and 100 more are applying for the same treatment. 

May 16, medical inspection of passengers arriving by train from 
Osaka and beyond, at Kobe was commenced — also passengers arriving 
by steamers are subjected to same treatment at Kobe and Hiogo land- 
ing places. The mayor of Kobe issued instructions on May 15 to 
enforce cleaning of houses, drains, etc., to capture all rats possible, and 
to report all cases of illness with fever. 

The governor of Osaka Pa "received instructions from the home min- 
ister to enforce complete disinfection, in the presence of police authori- 
ties, on rags, waste cotton, waste paper, packed feathers, and such goods 
which are easily infected with plague germs, prior to their export from 
Osaka. 

May 12, 500 employees of Osaka Legyo Kaisha, a company, the wife 
of 1 of whose employees died that day from plague, were immediately 
inoculated with the Hafifkine serum. 

May 18, the Osaka city authorities decided to enforce inoculation with 
Haffkine's serum on the whole population of the city, the injection to 
be carried out free of charge, and to increase the number of medical 
men employed by 106. 

May 26, 700 residents of Osaka were injefcted with Haffkine's serum. 

On a case of plague being discovered or suspected, the patient is imme- 
diately treated with "Yrsin serum" and removed to the Momoyama 
Hospital ; all the inmates of the house and the immediate neighbors are 
treated with Haffkine's serum and sent to the Houjo or to the Ikeda 
isolation quarter and there treated as suspected cases. 

I am pleased to be able to report that so far there has been no case in 
Kobe or nearer than Osaka. 

Eespectfully, J. Buckwill Fowler, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Sttrgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



